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Highlights of 2015 

We certainly do pack a lot of things into one year of learning at Hahndorf 
Primary School and Preschool. It has been a pleasure to once again work 
with the school community to provide rich and varied learning 
experiences for each year level. This year we were recognised through 
the media for the excellent progress our children have been making in 
student gain between NAPLAN assessments.  
Our classrooms provide high quality learning in all areas of the Australian 
Curriculum. We have had a strong focus on Positive Education, focusing 
on the character strengths under the overriding virtues of Humanity, 
Wisdom & Knowledge, Justice and Courage. Staff have undertaken 
training in ‘Play is the Way’ which will further contribute to the well being 
of our students. 
The strong and inclusive ‘community’ culture of our school was obvious 
when we all came together to participate in special events such as the 
Long Walk, Sportfest, the Picnic Assembly,  Expo Night, Grandparent 
Morning and Remembrance Day. The atmosphere at these events 
reflected our close connections between school, home and community. 
Around the school we saw our preschool receive a timely exterior 
upgrade, a creek crossing in the school garden was built, opening up 

previously unused land. We 
grew our first wheat and 
oats crop in that area this 
year. Students built a hand 
washing facility for 
gardeners as well as 
designing and making 
innovative storage solutions 
for the garden shed. 
Throughout 2015 we have 
stayed closely aligned to our 
school purpose statement, 

rigorously working towards enabling our children to be the best they can 
be.  I have had a lot of personal highlights for this year and I am mindful 
that I am writing my last annual report for the school. It has been a 
privilege to work with such a wonderful school community and my 
memories will be fond and many. All the best in 2016! 
 
Rob Houston – Principal Hahndorf Primary School and Preschool 

 

Governing Council 
I would like to take this opportunity to express my 

gratitude to everyone who has been involved in the 

school over the course of the year. 

 

Our value-add programs are well supported by the 

school community, and only made possible thanks 

to tremendous volunteer effort, and by key Hahndorf 

Primary School staff going beyond the call of duty. 

 

All these activities are of great value and help us 

sustain and continue to build our school community. 

 

Even since I joined the Governing Council I have 

worked closely with Rob and various staff members 

on the Site Improvement Plan for the school.  These 

plans provide the school with a strategic roadmap 

for improvement of the way in which the school 

implements the Australian Curriculum, and for 

support for students and their wellbeing. 

 

In working with the team on the development of 

these plans, I, on behalf of the Governing Council, 

strive to be objective, critical thinking and 

constructive.  Over the years I have seen HPS 

consistently make improvements and achieve most 

targets the school sets itself.  In those few case 

where targets are not achieved, it is pleasing to find 

that the school staff and leadership, through their in-

depth understanding and knowledge of the school, 

are able to attribute cause and effect and factors 

that may influence certain target, and adjust plans 

accordingly. 

 

In 2016 the Site Improvement team will be finalising 

their next 3 year plan, as well as: the extension and 

improvement of the OSHC is expected to 

commence; and the Governing Council and the 

school leadership team will be working to implement 

the results from the Governing Council survey.  I am 

looking forward to seeing the outcomes and input 

from the school community, which will inform our 

direction for the future. 

 

Mark de Lange - Chairperson Governing Council 

ANNUAL REPORT 2015 
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Value Added Programs 

 Sportfest (Sports Day)  
 Assemblies – 4 per term   
 End of Year Picnic Assembly 
 Student Leadership – Student Executive/R-7 class 

meetings/ Student Voice Committee R-7  
 University of NSW (ICAS) Academic Competitions 

Yr 3-7 
 Program Achieve First Weeks of School Program 

R-7 
 Buddy Bear Program - class buddies 
 Year 7 Monarto Zoo Camp 
 Year 5/6 Illawonga Camp 
 Year 6/7 Aquatics  

 Positive Education P-7 
 Swimming R-5 
 Pedal Prix-rounds 1, 2 & 3 
 Footsteps Dance lessons R-7 
 Walk to School Day 
 Jump Rope for Heart 
 Grandparents’ Day 
 Chess Club–Yr 2-7 
 Friday pm volleyball 
 Christian Pastoral Support  
 Readers’ Cup Yr 6/7 
 Festival of Music Yr 6-7 
 Junior choir 
 Mount Barker Show 
 SAPSASA interschool sport  

(netball, basketball, cricket, 
tennis, soccer, cross country 
running, swimming, athletics & 
volleyball) 

 School Garden  
 Worm Farms & composting 
 Library Assistant program 
 Premier’s Reading challenge 

 

 

School Context       
Our students come from within the town 

and surrounding Adelaide Hills areas. 

Families value education, have high 

expectations and provide support for 

teachers’ work and school initiatives. Most 

families are English speaking with 2% of 

students from non-English speaking 

background and 2% from Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander background. We had 

13% of our students on School Card 

subsidy in 2015. 
 

Workforce 

We had a full time equivalent teaching 

staff of 13.2 made up from 14 people 

which included the principal, deputy 

principal, coordinator, teacher librarian, 

classroom teachers and Health, German & 

PE teachers. 10 people make up our 6.43 

full time equivalent for non teaching staff 

which include our grounds person and 

School Service Officers (SSO) for class 

support, administration, ICT and special 

needs. Our Christian Pastoral Support 

Worker also works 10 hours per week. We 

have no indigenous staff members. 
 

Qualifications 

Teachers are required to have a minimum 

of a Diploma of Teaching (3 yr. course) to 

be registered in South Australia. Our 14 

teaching staff hold a combination of 36 

graduate degrees / diplomas and 8 post 

graduate degrees.  
 

Professional Development 
All teaching staff completed well in excess 

of the mandated 37.5 hours of professional 

development in 2015. Our pupil free days 

saw all staff trained in the Play is the Way 

social and emotional skills program. The 

Australian Curriculum focus was on   

Mathematics and work was put into the 

review of the whole school learning 

agreements The school spent a total of 

$10,695.16 on staff training and 

development in 2015.   
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SITE IMPROVEMENT 2015 

The 2013 – 2015 Site Improvement Plan was reviewed in the second half of this 
year and work began on the development of the 2016-2018 Site Improvement 
Plan. 
English & Mathematics: We met or exceeded all but one of our 2015 NAPLAN 
targets in Reading, Writing and Mathematics. Particular high growth rates (over 
80%) were achieved in Year 5 Writing and Numeracy and Year 7 Reading and 
Numeracy. Last year improving our year 3 and 4 running record reading 
achievement was identified as a target . The 2014 year 3 student cohort shifted 
from 57 % achievement of the running record target to 89% achievement of the 
running record target as year 4’s in 2015. During the review of the 2013 – 2015 
Site Improvement Plan it was decided that English and Mathematics remain a 
school priority as part of the DECD Literacy and Numeracy Plus initiative. 
Intervention: We had over 40 students access a One Plan to support their learning 
in 2015. These were managed by classroom teachers and supported by the 
Deputy Principal, Kerry Docking. All teachers utilised data for programming using 
assessment tools relevant to the age and year level of the child. This included Yr3, 
5 & 7 NAPLAN, Yr 2-7 PAT Reading (R) and PAT Maths (M) and Running Reading 
Records R-7.   100% of students attending our school who were below the 
national minimum standard for Reading in 2013 achieved national minimum 
standards in 2015. 69 students participated in the 2015 NAPLAN with 100% 
achieving the National Minimum Standards in Numeracy and 90% in Literacy. 
Wellbeing: All staff participated in Play is the Way training. As a school we 
collected well being data on bullying via the reception to year 7 bully audit. Our 
year 6/7 students participated in the Middle Years Development Index (MDI) for 
the 4th time(see page 7 of this report for more details). 
21st Century Learning: We expanded our of the year 7 one to one iPad learning 
program to include both year 5/6 classes in 2015. Each class had a semester with 

the new iPads purchased 
from fundraising the year 
prior. 
Professional Learning 
Community (PLC): The 
PLC remains a main 
vehicle for whole school 
improvement. Staff 
learning teams touched 
all elements of the Site 
Improvement Plan with a 
particular learning focus 
on Maths in 2015. 

Curriculum 
Implementation:  For the 

first time teachers reported to parents in Australian Curriculum Maths, Science, 
English, Technology, Geography, History, The Arts, Health & PE, Civics & 
Citizenship (yr. 3-7) and Business & Economics (yr. 5-7)  in the school report.  
 

 

SITE IMPROVEMENT TARGETS 2015 
Site Improvement Plan achievements: 
 
ENGLISH 
Target -75% of students in yr. 5 & 7 
achieve middle or high growth between 
*NAPLAN assessments 
81% of year 7 Hahndorf students achieved 
middle or high growth in Reading  
75% of year 7 Hahndorf students achieved 
middle or high growth in Writing 
71% of year 5 Hahndorf students achieved 
middle or high growth in Reading  
83% of year 5 Hahndorf students achieved 
middle or high growth in Writing 
 
Target - 80% of students above level 15 by 
the end of term 3 in yr. 1 (*Running 
Records Achievement) 
79% of Year 1 students were above level 15 
Target - 80% of students above level 20 by 
the end of term 3 in yr. 2 (*Running 
Records Achievement) 
76% of Year 2 students were above level 20 
Target - 80% of students above level 26 by 
the end of term 3 in yr. 3 (*Running 
Records Achievement) 
81% of year 3 students were above level 26 
Target – 90% of students above level 26 by 
the end of term 3 in yr. 4 (*Running 
Records Achievement) 
89% of year 4 students were above level 26 
 
MATHEMATICS 
Target -75% of students in yr. 5 & 7 
achieve middle or high growth between 
*NAPLAN assessments 
87% of year 7 Hahndorf students achieved 
middle or high growth in Maths 
83% of year 5 Hahndorf students achieved 
middle or high growth in Maths 
Target - 90% of students from yr 3-7 
maintain *PATM stanine level over 12 
months 
80% of students from year 3-7 maintained 
or improved their PAT M stanine level  
 
Overall NAPLAN 
Target 100% of students achieve national 
minimum standards in all of NAPLAN 
95% of all students achieved national 
minimum standards in all areas of NAPLAN 
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 

NAPLAN 

We continue to be pleased with the high levels of progress / growth our students 
are displaying over the two years between assessments.  
Numeracy / Maths 
In Maths over the past 3 years we have developed a Mathematics learning 
agreement, moderated student work, co planned in learning teams, shared 
practice, focussed on a problem solving approach to maths, focussed on the 
higher order proficiencies within the Australian Curriculum. 
Reading 
Over the past 3 years we have focussed on Guided Reading for all year levels. We 
have provided One Plan support for at risk readers, developed an English learning 
agreement now in its 3rd edition, all staff have attended training, we have 
purchased and shared new resources, created time for problem solving in our 
teacher learning teams and utilised SSO’s and volunteers to assist with groups and 
individuals .  
 
YEAR 7 REPORT 

One student was withdrawn from the 2015 NAPLAN at parent request and 

another student was absent. 

Literacy; At Year 7 level there was 100% achievement of national minimum 

standards in Reading and Grammar. There was 84% achievement of national 

minimum standards in Writing and 79% in Spelling. 

Numeracy; At Year 7 level there was 100% achievement of national minimum 

standards in Numeracy. 

 

 YEAR 7 LITERACY MEAN SCORES 
HAHNDORF NATIONAL DECD 

READING 542 546 534 

WRITING 499 511 499 

SPELLING 518 546 534 

GRAMMAR 539 541 526 

 YEAR 7 MATHEMATICS (NUMERACY) MEAN SCORES 
HAHNDORF NATIONAL DECD 

NUMERACY 540 543 526 

YR 7 *GROWTH RATES -  HAHNDORF STUDENTS YR.5 to YR.7 

 Lower Middle  Upper  

NUMERACY 12% 62% 25% 

    

READING 19% 50% 31% 

WRITING 25% 50% 25% 

 

 

Our 2015 NAPLAN results are extremely 
affirming of our targeted approach to 
improving student learning outcomes.  
2015 Reading 
 81% of year 7 students have 

achieved middle or upper progress 
/ growth in Reading since the last 
NAPLAN.  

 71% of year 5 students have 
achieved middle or upper progress 
/ growth in Reading since the last 
NAPLAN.  

 100% of students attending our 
school who were below the 
national minimum standard for 
Reading in 2013 achieved national 
minimum standards in 2015. 

 100% of year 7 students were 
above the national minimum 
standard for Reading 

 100% of year 5 students were 
above the national minimum 
standard for Reading 

 95% of year 3 students were 
above the national minimum 
standard for Reading 

2015 Mathematics (Numeracy) 

 87% of year 7 students have 
achieved middle or upper 
progress / growth in Maths since 
the last NAPLAN  

 83% of year 5 students have 
achieved middle or upper 
progress / growth in Maths since 
the last NAPLAN This is our best 
result in 6years 

 100% of year 7students achieved 
above National Minimum 
Standards in 2015 

 100% of year 5 students achieved 
above National Minimum 
Standards in 2015 

 100% of year 3 students achieved 
above National Minimum 
Standards in 2015 

2015 Writing 
 75% of year 7 students have 

achieved middle or upper progress 
  83% of year 5 students have 

achieved middle or upper progress  
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YEAR 5 REPORT 

One student was withdrawn from the 2015 NAPLAN at parent request. 

Literacy; At Year 5 level there was 97% achievement of national minimum 

standards in Reading, Writing and Grammar. There was 96% achievement of 

national minimum standards in Spelling. 

Numeracy; At Year 5 level there was 100% achievement of national minimum 

standards in Numeracy. 

 

 
 YEAR 5 LITERACY MEAN SCORES 

HAHNDORF NATIONAL DECD 

READING 510 498 481 

WRITING 464 478 455 

SPELLING 489 498 483 

GRAMMAR 501 504 483 

 YEAR 5 NUMERACY ( NUMERACY) MEAN SCORES 
HAHNDORF NATIONAL DECD 

NUMERACY 484 492 473 

YR. 5 *GROWTH RATES - HAHNDORF STUDENTS YR.3 to YR.5 
 

 Lower ( L) Middle ( M ) Upper ( U ) 

NUMERACY 17% 75% 8% 

    

READING 29% 33% 38% 

WRITING 17% 57% 26% 

 

YEAR 3 REPORT 

One student was withdrawn from the 2015 NAPLAN at parent request.  

Literacy; At Year 3 level there was 95% achievement of national minimum 

standard in Reading, Writing and Spelling. There was 91% achievement of the 

national minimum standard in Grammar.  

Numeracy; At Year 3 level there was 100% achievement of the national 

minimum standard in Numeracy. 

 

 

 
 YEAR 3 LITERACY MEAN SCORES 

HAHNDORF NATIONAL DECD 

READING 386 426 409 

WRITING 358 416 393 

SPELLING 383 409 396 

GRAMMAR 403 433 409 
 YEAR 3 MATHEMATICS (NUMERACY) MEAN SCORES 

HAHNDORF NATIONAL DECD 

NUMERACY 381 398 377 
 

 

Understanding Growth Rates 
Think of a child’s previous NAPLAN 
result as a starting point and the most 
recent result as the end point. The 
growth between tests is measured and 
compared with the other children 
participating in that test. Using this 
data an estimate is provided on the 
level of growth over the two year 
period for the individual child. 
Statewide, when all children are 
viewed together 25% are descibed as in 
the lower growth range, 50% described  
in the middle growth range and 25% 
are described  in the upper growth 
range. Our target is to have more 
students in the middle and upper range 
i.e over 75%. 
 

 

Understanding Mean Score 

Mean Scores – Are the average scores 
of students within the cohort, whether 
that be the site, region or nation wide. 
Mathematics dictates half the cohort to 
be above and half the cohort to be 
below the mean score. Our mean 
scores vary from year to year (see 
graphs) and provide limited 
information in regards to the 
individual. 
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Year 1 and 2 Running Reading Records 

Our Junior Primary students achieved pleasing results again in 2015. 76% of year 2 

students and 79% of year 1 students achieved the school reading target this year. 

We have continued our guided reading focus for all students in the junior primary 

as well as providing Reading Recovery and the ‘Leveled Reading’ program on a 

student needs basis. A most pleasing result was the 14% improvement of year 2 

students meeting the school target from year 1. Since 2012 we have a significant 

trend of improvement in school target achievement between year 1 and year 2. 

RUNNING RECORDS - Reading Targets 

School Target 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Students are reading 
Levels 16 or better by 

the end of term 3, 
year 1 

ACHIEVED 
=54% 

Target 
=80% 

ACHIEVED 
=88% 

Target 
=80% 

ACHIEVED  
=62% 

Target 
=80% 

ACHIEVED  
=79% 

Students are reading  
Levels 21 or better by 

the end of term 3, 
year 2 

Target 
=80% 

ACHIEVED 
= 66% 

Target 
=80% 

ACHIEVED 
= 81% 

Target 
=80% 

ACHIEVED 
=91% 

 Target 
=80% 

ACHIEVED 
=76% 

 
Student Intervention and Support 

 R-3: R-2 Reading Support, Reading Recovery, Leveled Reading Program, 
Guided Reading – Running Records, Yr 2 PAT Reading (R) One Plans & 
Speech and Language assessments 

 Yr.3-5 Extensive special needs support is provided as required through  
individual ‘One Plans’ and small group support in Literacy & Numeracy for 
targeted primary students. All year 3-7 students maintained participation 
in Guided Reading. Other programs used include Multi – Lit, Reading 
Doctor & QuickSmart. 

 The ‘One Plan’ approach addresses individual learning needs through 
short term goals. 

 R-7 Student Tracking Sheets for all students (includes annual spelling age, 
reading level, PATM / PATR and NAPLAN from year 3 onwards) 

 School Intervention Policy and Calendar 
 

 

Year 1 Comparative Results 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 Comparative Results 

 

 

 

 

  



Hahndorf 2015 Annual Report  Page 7 

School Surveys – Parent and Staff 2015 
Parent Survey 2015 

 

Staff Survey 2015 

 

 

24 parents and 14 staff responded to 
the school survey for 2015. The 
neighbouring graphs show the 
average rating for the answers to 
each question. There was a positive 
shift in the 2015 parent response with 
the average overall rating moving 
from 3.6 to 4.2. Governing Council 
designed their own questions this 
year which will inform their work 

across 2016. .  
YEAR 6/7 Middle Years Development 
Index Survey 
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Student Enrolment 

Enrolment 2012-2015 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Enrolment  FTE (term 3 enrolment 

census) 
248 242 230 234 

The single start of year reception intake and a new year 7 program at a nearby 

secondary school has meant the school reverted to a 9 class model the past two 

years. The budgetary advantages and the school zone will allow us to maintain 

sustainable numbers for the school into the future around the 9 class model. 

Student Attendance 

School Attendance Rates – Semester 1 - 2015 

 
Hahndorf 

Category 
7 schools 

DECD 

Semester 1 attendance as a 
percentage 

92.1 94.0 91.9 

 

Our average overall attendance rate for semester 1 was 92.1%. Case 

management for students with poor attendance records are referred to the 

regional attendance officer. 

Year Level Attendance Rates %  by Year level – Semester 1 - 2015 
Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 

91.9 93.7 90.7 91.5 94.0 93.6 93.7 92.7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Out of School Hours Care 

2015 Utilisation – Vacation Care=24, 

Before School Care=20, After School 

Care=29 

2015 was a year of “unknowns” for us 

due to the opening of another OSHC 

service at St Michaels next door.  Our 

ASC and BSC numbers were significantly 

reduced and our vac care dropped by 

about 10 students per day. Because of 

this change, we ran the service as we had 

always done, e.g. for supervision and 

safety purposes always maintaining 2 

staff etc. and accepting pre-school aged 

children in the term they turn 5 .. 

We have been fortunate to have retained 

dedicated, passionate, qualified staff 

despite them losing hours.  Our program 

is child centred and we run with what is 

interesting the children at the time, 

requiring us to build close relationships 

and bonds with them and their families.  

We work together with the school for 

children’s benefits and I’d like to thank 

our Advisory Committee for their 

contributions and advice throughout last 

year.   

We are excited as our building project 

will commence this year which includes 

decking at the rear of our building, new 

kitchen and office areas.   

We operate at all times with the best 

outcomes for children as our intention.  

We pride ourselves in operating a 

successful and viable service, providing 

an environment where children feel safe, 

comfortable, are able to learn and 

belong.  

School Financial Information 

An audited statement of receipts and 

expenditure has been presented at the 

AGM and is available on request from 

the front office. A DECD Balance Sheet 

and Profit and Loss Statement is also 

available on request. 
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Preschool Report 
 

Enrolment and Attendance 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Enrolment 48 49 51 52 

Attendance 46.6 47 46.4 48.9 

 

NATIONAL QUALITY STANDARD ASSESSMENT AND RATING  
In term 2 2015 our Preschool was visited by an externally assessor who spent the day observing in the preschool as 

well as chatting to myself and staff.  

The results outline below are a reflection of the teams commitment and professionalism. 

Standard  1  Educational Program and Practice  
1.1 An Approved learning Framework informs the development of a 

curriculum that enhances each child’ learning and development 
Exceeding National Standard 

1.2 Educators and coordinators are focused, active and reflective in  
designing and delivering the program for each child 

Exceeding National Standard 

Standard  2 Children’s Health and Safely  
2.1 Each Child’s Health is promoted Meeting National Standard 

2.2 Health eating and physical activity are embedded in the program for 
children  

Exceeding National Standard 

2.3 Each child is protected Meeting National Standard 

Standard  3 Physical Environment  
3.1 The design and location of the premises is appropriate for the 

operation of the service 
Meeting National Standard 

3.2 The environment is inclusive, promotes competence independent 
exploration and learning through play. 

Meeting National Standard 

3.3 The service takes an active role in caring for its environment and 
contributes to a sustainable future 

Meeting National Standard 

Standard  4 Staffing Arrangements  
4.1 Staffing Arrangements enhance children’s learning and development 

and ensure their safety and wellbeing. 
Meeting National Standard 

4.2 Educators, coordinators and staff members are respectful and ethical  Exceeding National Standard 

Standard  5  Relationships with children   
5.1 Respectful and equitable relationships are developed and  

maintained with each child. 
Exceeding National Standard 

5.2 The dignity and rights of every child are maintained at all times. Exceeding National Standard 

Standard  6 Collaborative Partnerships with Families and Communities  
6.1 Respectful, supportive relationships with families are developed and 

maintained 
Meeting National Standard 

6.2 Families are supported in their parenting role and their values and beliefs 
about child rearing are respected 

Exceeding National Standard 

6.3 The service collaborates with other organizations and service providers 
to enhance leaning and wellbeing needs 

Meeting National Standard 

Standard  7  Leadership and Service Management  
7.1 Effective leadership promotes a positive organizational culture and builds 

a professional leaning community  
Exceeding National Standard 

7.2 There is commitment to continuous improvement Meeting National Standard 

7.3 Administrative systems enable the effective management of a quality  
service 

Meeting National Standard 

69.2% of children who attended 
Hahndorf Preschool in 2015 are now 
attending Hahndorf Primary School. 
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Remembrance Day / Grandparents Day 

2015 HIGHLIGHTS – Value Added Programs 

 
Long Walk 

Jump Rope for Heart 

Year 7 Graduation 
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Sportfest 

Tournament of Minds 

School Camps 

Pedal Prix 

2015 HIGHLIGHTS – Value Added Programs 

 


