
This school is a Nut Free Zone. We now have several children attending our school 

who have a life threatening allergy to nuts.  Thank you for your support. 

12 Church Street ,  HAHNDORF, 5245.  Ph: 8388 7058  
Email: dl.0163.info@schools.sa.edu.au  Website:  
www.hahndorfps.sa.edu.au  

 
 

 
FRIDAY 26/05/17 
SORRY DAY 
Rooms 6 & 8 excursion - Museum 
 

MON 29/05/17 to FRI 2/06/17 
Reconciliation Week 
 

MONDAY 5/06/17 
Whole school performance 
 

TUESDAY 6/06/17 
2.25 Assembly 
 

WED 7/06/17 & THURS 8/06/17 
Tri-skills gymnastics 

THURSDAY 8/06/17 
9.00 P&F/Garden meeting 
 

FRIDAY 9/06/17 
Long Walk 
 

MONDAY 12/06/17 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
QUEEN’SBIRTHDAY 
 

TUESDAY 13/06/17 
Preschool parent/teacher interviews 
7.00pm Governing Council meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY 14/06/17 
Preschool parent/teacher interviews 

TERM 2  WEEK 4   25th May 2017 

CYBER SAFETY AND BULLYING  
 

In todays world of Facebook, Instagram and social 
media your child/ren can be exposed to content and 
materials which are inappropriate. Within a school 
setting our internet access is highly filtered with 
many sites blocked including social media sites.  
 

In the older classes we do address the issues of 
cbyer safety and bullying.  Earlier in the year we had 
a local police officer attend our school and chat to 
older classes in regard to this.  
 

As a parent it can be overwhelming supporting 
children through this new world and the following 
websites may support any discussions you may 
have with your children in regard to cyber safety. 
 

Australian Government – Office of Children’s 
eSafety website: https://www.esafety.gov.au/ 
 

The “ThinkuKnow” website: 

http:www.thinkuknow.org.au/ 

Governing Council  
 

Last week our new Governing Council met and I 
would formally like to introduce our 2017 members; 

 

Chairperson: Nicole Brookes 
Deputy Chair: Michael Dew 
Secretary: Shane Sickerdick 
Treasurer: Nic Kentish 
Members: Onyx Taylor  
 Dale Saunders 
 Paul Kain 
 Kristen Wissell 
 Fraser Whitehead 
 Alex Lawlor 
Community Rep:  Neicy Haywood 

STEM  
In 2017 DECD has launched a STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics) strategy. Critical thinking, 
problem solving, analytic capabilities, curiosity and imagination 
have been identified as critical skills in future workplaces.  
 

Over the last week all of our classes where involved in the 
SciWorld visit (see pictures on page 2) and we had a number 

of students attend the local Amateur Radio 
Club Day last Sunday. 
 

Thanks Alison Marsh for organising the 
SciWorld visit. 

New Sand Pit  
We have a new sand pit! Thanks to Neicy and the 5 C’s as well 

as the Lions Club. Last year our students met the recycling 

challenge, raising enough money plus a donation for the Lions 

Club school to install a new sand pit next to the play ground. 

Previously only children in the junior classes could access a 

sandpit now all ages have the opportunity to be engaged in 

sand pit play.  If you have any old saucepans or items which 

could be used to support this we would appreciate it.  

“Fidget Spinners”  
Due to safety concerns and that these toys have 

become a distraction in classrooms, we ask that they are 
not brought to school. Thank you  

https://www.esafety.gov.au/
http://www.thinkuknow.org.au/
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Mardi’s corner: 
 

“Showing gratitude is one of the simplest yet most 
powerful things humans can do for each other”  

Randy Pausch 
This term Hahndorf Primary School is working to help build children’s 
empathy, to increase their ability to ‘walk in someone else’s shoes’, 
and to understand how it feels to be ‘the other’ person in a situation.  
One way to develop empathy is to focus on what we do have; how 
fortunate we are and to be grateful.  
During difficult times it can be hard to feel grateful. Just like 
exercising helps develop muscles, practicing gratitude makes being 
grateful easier, and more ‘automatic’.   
One way to practice is to spend a small time of each day expressing 
your gratitude. This may be around the dinner table where each 
family member expresses at least one thing they are grateful for from 
the day. I have seen this in action with children as young as three. 
By beginning to understand how much we have to be grateful for, 
hopefully we can identify with or relate to those around us who may 
not be so fortunate. 
Over the next two weeks I challenge you to have a go at being more 
grateful, to express that gratitude out loud. 
I’ll get the ball rolling: 

 I am grateful for the amazing autumn leaves that add a splash of 
colour to bleak, grey skies. 

 I’m grateful for a friendly, encouraging work environment. 

 I’m grateful that I have the opportunity to work with enthusiastic 
young people who remind me to enjoy the little things around us 
(watching older students getting so much joy from a simple 
sandpit just makes me smile). 

Have a great week and enjoy the autumn colours. 
“When asked if my cup is half-full or half empty, my only 

response is that I am thankful I have a cup,” 

Mardi 

INTERSCHOOL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

Elle competed at the 
Interschool Championships at 

the Royal Adelaide 
Showgrounds on the 8th April. 

 
She was awarded 

Champion Primary School 
Show Hunter on her new pony 

Des. 
 

They were required to 
complete two ridden workouts 
with the rider and then pony 

judged, and then a led 
workout  

 
Congratulations Elle. 

FROM GOVERNING COUNCIL 
 

What is all this STEM talk??? 
 

The acronym STEM refers to Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics. It is the big catch phase in 
education at the moment, but why? Why it is so important 
our kids develop STEM skills? What can we, as parents, 
do to develop STEM skills and how do we go about doing 
it? 
 

Statistics show that STEM occupations have been 
growing recently and it is predicted that by the time our 
children enter the workforce STEM will have infiltrated 
into many, many more occupations, it is therefore 
important our children learn the skills to be successful in 
that environment. The skills required include things such 
as being creative, innovative, critical thinkers, problem 
solvers, be able to work in a collaborative environment, 
think outside the square, good questioning techniques. 
 

As parents there are many things we too can do to help 
our children foster these STEM skills – encourage 
questioning (as annoying as those ‘why’ questions can 
be!!), ask your kids how things work and see what 
explanation they come up with, go exploring and see 
what you can find in local creeks, backyard etc, watch 
documentaries together and talk about them after, allow 
your child to be creative – do drawings, construct things 
from boxes, blocks, lego etc and then encourage them to 
share the meaning/purpose behind their creations. 
Encourage experimentation, the other day my 6 year old 
asked me why is steam hot? Through simple (and safe!) 
experimentation with filling up the kettle, turning it on, 
watching what happened and having a conversation 
about it, he realised why steam was hot.  
 

Have a go and let’s get STEMing! 
 

Kirsten Wissell 
Governing Council member 
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On Friday 19th May, 20 students competed in the Barker/Hills Cross 
Country event which was held at Woodside Recreation Ground. The 
students ran distances of between 2kms and 3kms. 
 

The teams consisted of: 
2007 
Keenan, James, Connor, Alex P, Ciara, Monique 
2006 
Ryan S, Luke H, Fergus, Fynn, Joe  
2005 
Benjamin, Jesse, Daniel, Jake, Sam, Sofia, Amelia G 
2004 
Baxter, Ethan 
 

Congratulations to Ethan who placed third overall in his age 
group and will represent Barker District at State Day. 
 

Thank you to all the parents who helped with transport and 
marshalling on the course. Well done to all our competitors on a 
wonderful team effort. 
 

Stephanie Banfield 
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IMPORTANT DATES 
Thursday 25

th
 May Blue Group Wheels Day 

Friday 26
th
 May Blue Group Excursion 

Tuesday 30
th
 May Red Group Pyjama Day 

Tuesday 13
th
 June Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Wednesday 14
th
 June Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Tuesday 20
th
 June Preschool Health Checks 

 

This fortnight we have: 
 

 Learnt a new Japanese song with Sensei (Blue Group) 

 Learnt how to make an origami dog and fox 

 Worked on our fine motor skills, in particular, writing our names, tracing 
and cutting 

 Identified and sorted shapes 

 Classified and sorted various items in Preschool 

 Discussed road safety, pedestrian safety and passenger safety 

 Used traffic signs when riding our bikes 

 Talked about garbage and recycling 

 Enjoyed listening to the preschool bear’s bears adventures. We have 
noticed that there are shapes, letters, numbers and colours everywhere 

 Been engaged in pretend play 

 Visited the Year 6/7 class. They read us stories and introduced us to their 
class pet, Timmy (Red Group) 

 Practised juggling. Edith’s dad came to preschool to teach us how to 
juggle. He can juggle clubs, balls and teddy bears 

 Gone to the school gym and practised bouncing, throwing and catching 
 

Thank you to the parent helpers that attended the excursion on Tuesday. The 
children had a fantastic time. We learnt about the role of the M.F.S. and their 
duties. We also learnt how to “Stop, Cover, Drop and Roll’ and much more. We 
then headed to the Road Safety Centre. A policeman talked about road safety, 
pedestrian safety and how to be a safe passenger. The children then had the 
opportunity to ride the bikes around the mock road set up. It was a very 
enjoyable day! 
 

We will be holding preschool parent/teacher interviews on Tuesday 13th June 
and Wednesday 14th June. If you would like an interview, please return your 
completed form to Alison. 


